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Part 7. 
Richard Vanstone and settlement 

 
Naval and Military Settlers and Volunteers Land Acts 

 



53 
 

 
 
 
BANKS 
PENINSULA, 
CRADLE OF 
CANTERBURY 
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The Barrys Bay 
steam sawmill, 
usually known 
as Latter’s Mill, 
managed by 
Francis 
Vanstone. 
This mill 
produced 
the roofing 
timbers for the 
Christchurch 
Cathedral. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
The Tarawera 
Mill soon after it 
opened in 1883 
just as the 
Barrys Bay 
mill over the hill 
shut down. 
This view looks 
back down 
Puaha Valley 
towards Little 
River. 
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Mill hands at the 
Tarawera Mill (1883- 
1903) with the mill’s 
engineer Edward 
Chapman.  Could the 
man at the top right 
be Richard anstone? 
It is very like his 
photo. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Morice  
Settlement survey 
plan of 1905. 
Section 30 is the 
site of the former 
Tarawera mill. 
The Vanstone and 
Henry Smith land 
was one of the few 
blocks in owner-
ship at that time. 
Robert Taylor, 
who married Alice 
May Vanstone in 
1912, won Lot 12 
opposite the 
Vanstone property 
in the land ballot 
of 1905. 
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 Akaroa 
Harbour 
from 
Barrys Bay 
1881 
by Nicholas 
Chevalier, 
Canterbury 
Museum 
Collection. 
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        Barry’s Bay C1886                                  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Harriet and Richard Vanstone’s headstone at 
Little River Cemetery. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                   
The second Vanstone house at Puaha, Little River 

 
 

Little River’s first government 
school opened in 1873 by the site of 
the present Roman Catholic church, 
and was replaced in 1880 by the 
two-roomed building above. 
This second school was situated 
between Little River and Cooptown 
and burned down spectacularly in 
1939. It was attended by the 
Vanstone children from 1890 when 
the family moved from Barry’s Bay. 
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Richard and Harriet Vanstone 
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Information on more recent generations may be available to family members and can 

be obtained from carolbel@es.co.nz 
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http://homepages.ihug.co.nz/~Sxmitch/Military.html
http://legislation.knowledge-basket.co.nz/
http://www.vanstoneweb.co.uk/

